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America Live is a well authored textbook for 
students with the desire to learn English and study
American culture. This textbook is creatively laid out over 
twelve units with typical routine situations that are timeless 
without the concern of discovering outdated materials. 
Every textbook comes with a DVD allowing the students 
a better view into the situation not usually afforded by an 
audio only recording.  The book and the DVD work in 
tandem with the unit divided by scenes and finished by an 
interview with a matching section to pair the characters with 
their statements.
The initial unit entitled What a Great Party! 
begins with a set of “agree/ disagree” questions forcing the 
students to make a choice of how their stand on various 
issues associated with parties, not permitting them to be 
ambiguous in classroom discussions. This is followed by 
colored pictures from scenes captured directly from the 
DVD, preparing the students for the video playback and 
having them read through the true/ false questions before 
the video is shown. There are pictures of the cast in the 
book to keep the experience alive and the situation fresh 
as you continue into a role playing scenario between the 
students mimicking the video scenes. Specific questions 
about the video’s details work to keep the students on their 
toes.
The DVD scenes introduce all types of people 
comparable to real life including those with unusual 
personalities and others’ reactions to them. The variety of 
people prepares the students for a considerably greater field 
of situations as appose to a flawlessly worded scenario; as is 
the case with numerous textbooks and their accompanying 
media. 
There are sections that do not necessarily depend on 
the DVD, where the students are expected to practice what 
they have watched in a written conversation to be mimicked 
with ideas to change and enhance the conversation.  This 
section of the textbook is entitled “Your Turn To Talk”. This 
could obviously lead to students beginning to create their 
own conversations using the conversation model as a guide. 
I enjoyed using this textbook at OCU because 
it include DVD home learning course work as well as 
English conversation activities for classroom learning.  This 
textbook allows students to express their opinions often by 
agreeing or disagreeing with a statement. Students enjoy 
expressing their opinions in a waythat is practical. This 
activity also introduces important vocabulary related to the 
topic while reinforcing the idea that learning new words can 
be fun.
This textbook is very useful and my students at the 
OCU have told me several times that this is one of the best 
textbooks that they have ever used to study English.  And 
what makes this textbook really special is that the students 
get a chance to practice saying key words and phrases 
drawn from the various scenes of the DVD.
This helps the entire class improve their pronunciation 
together.  Finally their is a textbook that covers all of the 
students needs.
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